WEEK 3 Christian Discipline

Heart, mind and will consecrating

No longer shall they be mine

Over the past two weeks we have thought about our responsibility as stewards of all that God has given us, and the challenge of tithing. Today we are going to focus on Christian Discipline, particularly as it applies to giving.

Whilst it is true that we live under grace, not law, discipline is an important part of the Christian life. 

Paul declares in Romans 6:1, 2 “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?” Living in a state of grace is no excuse for living a life devoid of Christian Discipline.

Christian Discipline could be described as a life of Consistent Living, Consistent Giving and Consistent Loving.

Consistent Living

Each of us will have heard people describe Christians as hypocrites. Inconsistency is one of the chief reasons that people are described as hypocrites. The disciple of Christ should be the same in all company and all situations. It is a mark of personal integrity that people are the same whether other people are watching or not. 

Jesus told his disciples in Matthew 5:16 “let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

This same part of the Sermon on the Mount asks the followers of Jesus to not hide their lights. 

Paul expands on this teaching of Jesus in Ephesians 4 and 5. You might like to read this at home. Three key verses are Ephesians 5:8-10.

“For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord.”
Holy living is consistent living. There are many good disciplines of the Church that can help us. Here are some: Prayer


Bible Reading


Fasting


Witnessing


Serving others


Giving.

There are many others. You might like to share with us during the week about some of the Christian Disciplines that you practice.

Consistent Giving

Last week we looked at five principles of Christian Giving. Christian Giving should be


Regular


Universal


Planned


Proportionate


Cheerfully done.

These principles when followed can assist with the Discipline of Giving.

Paul indicated that we should regularly (on the first day of the week) set aside the gift for God. Many people still today follow this pattern. The first amount of money allocated from their salary is their tithe or offering. Others have their Bank accounts directly debited so they can achieve an “every week” gift.

The call to give to God through the place of worship is universal. All of God’s people are involved. None with income are exempt.

The amount should be planned. Our giving should be as much a part of our Budget as food or clothes. Many of us might like to give more to God through this corps, but our incomes do not allow us to. I, for example, would like to give a million dollars a week, but that is clearly impossible as it exceeds my lifetime income. 

This leads us to proportionate giving. There is no concept of equal gifts in the Bible. The Widow with her mite and the Rich Young Ruler were not asked to give the same amount. They were asked to make the same sacrifice. The widow was commended because she gave her all. The Rich Young Ruler was asked to sell all he had and give it to the poor. Today we are asked to understand that everything we have is God’s anyway. We are called to make a gift proportionate to our income. It is our choice. We can choose whether or not to tithe. We can choose whether or not to give sacrificially.

We can even choose whether or not to give cheerfully. But I for one don’t wish to give to God grudgingly. Paul wrote “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” in 2 Corinthians 9:7.

The Discipline of Giving is best practiced by choosing cheerfully to give a regular, planned and proportionate amount to God through our regular place of worship.

Consistent Loving

A major component of the Christian life is loving. Jesus was once asked “Which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” He replied:” ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ’Love your neighbour as yourself. ’All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matthew 22:34-40).

John wrote “We love because He first loved us.”    (I John 4:19). We respond to God’s perfect love to us shown in Jesus.
How can we show consistent loving? If we love God we will obey His commandments. We will want to please Him. We will want to spend time communicating with God. Service for others is one good way of showing our love both for God and for others. Speaking about acts of loving service, Jesus said “whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”(Matthew 25:40)

If we are inconsistent in showing love to others, we are really showing inconsistent love to God. We need to show love to people all year round, not just at Christmas or at Red Shield Appeal time. 

How consistent are we in our living, giving and loving? Our life is God’s. We have been bought with the precious blood of Jesus. Let us consecrate all we have and are to Jesus. 
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